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Local Government Elections in Tasmania
Every two years elections are held in all 29 municipal areas for the positions of mayor and
deputy mayor and half the councillor positions. Where required, by-elections are held
concurrently for vacancies that have occurred since the last elections.

The Tasmanian Electoral Commission (TEC) supervises the conduct of elections in
accordance with the Local Government Act 1993. Elections by postal ballot have been held in
1994, 1996, 1999 (deferred from 1998), 2000, 2002, 2005 (deferred from 2004), and 2007 with
the next elections due in October 2009.

Since 2000, mayors and deputy mayors have been elected directly by the electors in all
municipal areas. Previously, in most councils, mayors and deputy mayors were elected by
the councillors at the first meeting of a new council.

Candidate information booklets and complete election results for the state are available from the
TEC and are posted on the TEC website www.electoral.tas.gov.au.

2007 Election timetable
Notice of election published Saturday 15 September
Electoral rolls closed 6 pm Thursday 20 September
Nomination period 17 September— 12 noon on 1 October
Nominations closed 12 noon Monday 1 October
Nominations announced &

draw for ballot paper positions 12 noon Tuesday 2 October
Ballot material delivered to electors 16–19 October
Polling period 16–30 October
Close of poll 10 am Tuesday 30 October

Casual vacancies
Casual vacancies are filled by recount where possible, unless the vacancy occurs within 6
months of a forthcoming election. Only unelected candidates from the relevant election may
contest a recount. A candidate elected at a recount serves until the next council election. If a
recount is not possible, a by-election is held—with the candidate elected to serve for the
remainder of the term of office of the original councillor.

Elector polls
A council may hold an elector poll on any issue it determines. It may also be required to hold
an elector poll following petitions from electors in accordance with Part 6 of the Act.
A council is not bound by the result of an elector poll.

Electoral system
Voting in Tasmanian local government elections is not compulsory.

Elections for councillor positions are conducted using a system modelled on the Hare-Clark
method of proportional representation used in Tasmanian House of Assembly elections.

Mayoral and deputy mayoral elections use a preferential system similar to that used for
Tasmanian Legislative Council and federal House of Representatives elections.

Bruce Taylor  ELECTORAL COMMISSIONER  April 2008



Report on the 2007 Dorset Council Election
Elections were held for the positions of Mayor and Deputy Mayor for 2 year terms, and
4 Councillors for 4 year terms.
5 456 Dorset electors were enrolled for the 2007 elections, comprising 5 204 (95.38%) from
the State House of Assembly roll and 252 (4.62%) from the General Manager’s roll.
68.46% of Dorset electors returned their ballot papers in comparison with 57.43% statewide.

Candidates at the 2007 elections

Mayor

HALL, Max  Scottsdale
O PARTRIDGE, Peter W*  Scottsdale

Deputy Mayor

O THORNE, Yvonne R*  Derby

O denotes elected candidate
 * denotes seeking re-election

Councillors

O ARNOLD, Steven John*  Bridport
O JARVIS, Barry  Bridport

MILLWOOD, Donna M  Bridport
PROBERT, Jill*  Gladstone

O RANSOM, Thomas  Bridport
O RATTRAY, Heath  Winnaleah

REYNOLDS, Mervyn  Scottsdale
SMITH, Dean  Bridport
WIGHTMAN, Brian  Bridport
WILLIAMS, John*  Legerwood

Dorset Councillors following the 2007 elections

Mayor 9 Councillors

term ends 2009
PARTRIDGE, Peter W

Deputy Mayor
term ends 2009
THORNE, Yvonne R

term ends 2011
RATTRAY, Heath
ARNOLD, Steven John
RANSOM, Thomas
JARVIS, Barry

term ends 2009
HALL, Maxwell
PARTRIDGE, Peter W
THORNE, Yvonne R
McLENNAN, Roger M
MARTIN, Sheryl Yvonne



Dorset Council - 2007 Councillor election

Polling closed at 10am 30 October 2007 Electors enrolled: 5456 Declarations rejected: 88 Ballot paper adjustment: 8 Formal Votes: 3584

Number to be elected: 4 Declarations returned: 3735 Declarations admitted: 3647 Total ballot papers: 3639 Informal ballot papers: 55

Returning Officer: Mr Davin Foulkes Response: 68.46% Rejection rate: 2.36% Informality rate: 1.51%

Quota = 717

C
ount

Arnold Jarvis Millwood Probert Ransom Rattray Reynolds Smith Wightman Williams Votes 
Exhausted 

Loss (Gain) 
by Fraction

Total Votes Remarks

1  464.00  390.00  343.00  278.00  553.00  570.00  100.00  222.00  331.00  333.00 3 584.00

2  12.00  8.00  13.00  18.00  8.00  16.00 - 100.00  10.00  9.00  6.00 Reynolds excluded

 476.00  398.00  356.00  296.00  561.00  586.00  0.00  232.00  340.00  339.00 3 584.00

3  30.00  48.00  41.00  23.00  19.00  27.00 - 232.00  25.00  19.00 Smith excluded

 506.00  446.00  397.00  319.00  580.00  613.00  0.00  365.00  358.00 3 584.00

4  61.00  18.00  58.00 - 319.00  26.00  97.00  32.00  27.00 Probert excluded

 567.00  464.00  455.00  0.00  606.00  710.00  397.00  385.00 3 584.00

5  58.00  44.00  50.00  45.00  152.00  36.00 - 385.00 Williams excluded

 625.00  508.00  505.00  651.00  862.00  433.00  0.00 3 584.00 Rattray elected 1

6  45.78  39.11  18.12  20.03 - 145.00  19.07  2.86  0.03 Rattray's surplus distributed

 670.78  547.11  523.12  671.03  717.00  452.07  2.86  0.03 3 584.00

7  87.00  118.00  130.00  81.00 - 433.00  17.00  0.00 Wightman part excluded

 757.78  665.11  653.12  752.03  717.00  19.07  19.86  0.03 3 584.00 Arnold elected 2, Ransom elected 3

8  7.63  7.63 - 19.07  3.81  0.00 Wightman fully excluded

 757.78  672.74  660.75  752.03  717.00  0.00  23.67  0.03 3 584.00

9 - 40.78  22.96  14.06  3.74  0.02 Arnold's surplus distributed

 717.00  695.70  674.81  752.03  717.00  27.41  0.05 3 584.00

10  17.73  11.67 - 35.03  5.62  0.01 Ransom's surplus distributed

 717.00  713.43  686.48  717.00  717.00  33.03  0.06 3 584.00 Jarvis elected 4



2007 Dorset Councillor election - first preferences
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Dorset Council
Polling closed at 10am 30 October 2007
Returning Officer: Mr Davin Foulkes

Mayor Declarations admitted: 3647 Formal Votes: 3522

Ballot paper adjustment: 9 Informal ballot papers: 116

Total ballot papers: 3638 Informality rate: 3.19%

Candidates

HALL PARTRIDGE Total 
Votes

Absolute 
Majority

Remarks

Count 1 First Preferences 1 415 2 107 3 522 1 762 PARTRIDGE elected

Deputy Mayor –
Yvonne R Thorne (elected unopposed)



2007 Dorset Mayor election - first preferences

 0

 500

1 000

1 500

2 000

2 500

HALL PARTRIDGE



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




